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pecessities were thelr argu-

proper place to urge them. He deelarsd that the

KEANSAS.
THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

Frem Gur Bpecial (lorrespendent. "
TorExA, K. T., Monday, Oct. 20, 1855,

The convention was called at O o'c'ock, and
epened by prayer from the chaplaio. The president
Belng absent, Judge Wakefield was ca'led to the

ehair.

trouble and blosdsbed he would still bave rubmittad
But the course iaken by that bedy was only & series
of high handed on e nghts of those
to represent. Erery step they took
waa & blow at the of Kansss, sad bad bat
one— only ope—object: to plant Elavery in the
Territory. Laws were ensc'ed the mere attempt

| to enforce which would eall threefourths of the

The committee on militia and the committee on |

fhe elective franchise reported. Head and ordercd
te be printed. The comvention then went into
semmittee of the whole on the reportof the com-
mittee en smendments to the comstitution, whick
BDad passed to the second reading. The re
port was rea: and amended by sections, and dis-
susred with coneiderable warmth by severs! gentle-
men. The report of the committes threw eafe-
guarde around the new constitution, for the speeial
ebject of preventing the Missouriaus from iuvadiog

citizens of Kansas to srme.  In this atate of affairs
there was po hope for the Territory but i the
wple asser ing their righta as injured citizens.
ere was no hope from the Administration Two
of the judges sppointed by that Adwmiaistiation had

| deeided that the outrageous law s of that false Legia-

ture should be obeyed, sud were evidently the tools
of {bat party which was struggling to plant

| Elavery in the Territory. The speaker then gave

e Btate at rome future time, and through fraud |
on the polls, such as has been repeatedly prac dced, i
| 10 Congress no lovger, but of proceediog with the

aMerin the ipstrument thus submitted so as to

make it « Blave State hereafter. Mr. Parrot of |

Leavenworth opposed these restrictions, and spoke
vepeatedly, and offered amendments, the object of
which was to render the constitulion s wmere

# popular” instrument, aud under the more imme- |

dlate contrel of the people at any fime. Mr. De-
Iahay sustained a similar position. Mesars, Wake-
field, Babuyler, and some other gentlemen, sustained
Mr. Robineon of Lawrence in bis smeodments,

which rendered the report still more carefully |
guarded. Mr. Roberts of Wa-bington precinet of- |

ered to compromise the matter, but the report ax
amended by Mr. Kobinson prevailed. It requires
kat o]l amendments must originste in the Geoeral
assembly snd be sustaloed by a two-thirds vo'e;
must then be advertised and agsin submitted to a
mbeequent legislature, uud sustsined by another
wo-thirds vote, and again sadvertised, betore they
are subwitted t)the people, when o majority ean
finally adopt them Two amendments when offered
!cgaliar must be submitted separataly,  Amend-

me nts tothe convention, or the adoption of another |

eopstitation caunot be introduced until 1565, and
enly onee in five years thercafter.
esterday the Sabbsth paseed away very quietly
In Topeka. The ehbsplain delivered a sermon in
#he ball of convention: it wae an odd effort on the
eomparstive efficacy of faith and works, exhibited
wome ability, and was listened to with considerable
Interest.
to be uppermost  In the afteruoon several geatle-
men made s tiip to Webster's pesk, a beautiful
bill which stande some tour miles distant from To-
peka, to the south-west. On the summit of the
peak Frimont once ereeted a pile or “ecairn ™ of
stones, aud from that peak can be seen oue of the
most besutiful prospects of a rich prairie eountry
that the eye ever rested on. On the sonth-west,
bold, rolling praitle ridges were swelling up bere
and there; toward the Kew river the slopes were
hulh and undulatory, with now aud then & belt of
mber lining the valleys. O, sir!" exclaimed
one honorable gentleman as he survejed the scene,
*it i the Iialy of Ameriea! the garden spot of the
“world!"”

But politicians are and will be politicians, and if
polities bad impereeptibly sbsorhed the interest
aroused by the worship of the Creator it is not
wonde that it should gradually drown interest
in his works. We have some delegates hiere who io
being I'ree Btate men, and elected as such, seem
to find it very bard to forget that there sbould not
be an element ealled democracy. Oane or two of
these ultra politiciane would even go the length of
tndorsing the Knnsas-Nebraska bili, if they could
enly torture thst fertile instrument of mischiof
imto some thing that would not cause alarm to the

Jut the affairs of nether earth appeared '

interests they represent.  The feeliog on this sul- |

Joot bas been excited by a few, evidently for party
, and will donbtless roeeive its quietus

when the matter comes up again.
‘We hear constant reports of frands perpetrated

at the election held oo the 24 inst , when Whit- |

feld was voted for. At one preciuct sbove Leas-

enworth, whore there are only sixty-eight voters |
| u8 Mr Smith, snd felt deeply the importance of the

and all but two of these Free State won, there
were some hundred nnd Hifty votes polled for W hit-
field. I have learued this with & great many simi-
tar facts from delegates to the convention, but will
mot enter into perticulars uutil I ean visit the
!:Hl und obtain testimony for mysell. [ learn,

wever, that depositions are being taken, and that
the evidence will be submitied to a cowmitiee of
Cungress,

Toreka, K. T.. Thursday, Nov. 1, 1555,
My lust brought the report of the convention to
the afternoon of yesterdny. The rewainder of the
alternoon was consumed in comparatively useless
discurelon on a mutier which appearcd to exeite
much ivterest. When the convention held at Big
®Fprings (whieh took the ipitiatory steps for this
. oenvention) made arrangements for the Free SBtate
movement, they elected an Exocutive committes
te carry forward the work and wmake provision for
ihe expenditure. As this convention was making
provision to issue Kausas serip to meet the ex-
of this convention and other ncocssary ex-
E:nc which may arise, the question securred, on
motion of Mr. Robioson of Leavenworth, who
bas exhibited the most careful watebfulovss in
foancial matters, to pass the daties of the
Eixeeutive committee into the bands of another
body to be created for the purpose by this conven-
sion. This wasMrongly opposed, and sr. Dela-
of Leavenworth iutroduced a resolution eloth-
Ing the old Executive committee with all the
power this couvention can bestow to act until
there inn State goverument. The subject was dis-
eussed till evening, Mr. Delahay msking several
very encrpetic speeches; bis resolution was sus-
tained. Atterward Col. Lape of Lawrence sub-
witted the following resolution :
* Kewoliod, That tne oo mmittee on Miscellanconus
Aflalrs be, and are bereby iestructed to ropir: s plan
8o this couvention, for sabmit iug the question of px-

dﬂn&lm woes from this Parmitory, to the poople
-+ b :

constituiion & sub ulited, twir re
fo operate as Listrutions to the frat Logislatare
that subject.”

‘Thiz was adepted and referred to the commitice.
Its object is to avoid the Northern majority in
Congress, who nfight moject a consiitation with
sueh a clause init.

At the eveningsession the resolution iustructing
&.:):;l?;l‘h frame their work with view to

v orgenization, eame u 0.
Parrot of Leavenaorth was ealled on tfulgw:l.
bat declined. Schuyler of Couneil City hoped
that speakers woull confine themeelves to the
subject before them, and not waste the time of
the convention, as hae been dooe.

Smith of Frauklin teok the floor, and Lefore bhe
took his soat made the master spee b yet wade in
the eanvention. He s cue of the oldest members,
and a thorough conserisuve, but took & Lold and
fearless position in favor ol immediste State organi-
zation, He gave a careful bissory of the tronbies
that have fallen on Ksusas since the passage of the
Kaosas-Nebraska bill—how that act thre s open
to the emigration of slave labor this part of the
vational territory which had Leen preciously
sccured against it—how this proceeding tompted
the eitizens of Missouri, and cthor Slave Statos, to
a serles of aggreesions fatal te the of the
country, and Wwjurious to the rigits of the citizens
of RKausas—bow the Terriwrial ofiosrs, appointed
under the bill in question, failed to jrevnt the out-
"f“‘ and bhow that when Gov. Heoder made the
only effort ever made by Territerial eficers to pre-
went the lawless conduct of the border rusfians, be
fell under the ban of the Administration. aho were
leagued ngainet us, and was removed the momest
bd took the frst atep to defend the people of
Kansas. Even in this wretched state of affairs,
the speaksr said he had beeu incliued to obey the
lswe cosvted by the Legislature at sha vpee \lis-
wlon, if possible.  Although they had been elecwd

the most and violent (raud : altho
eir first aet was an outrage by remoring to the
Missouri fromtior, across which many of thew
really resided, be, Mr. Bwith boped that the regard
might have for their osths, and the ‘Ilﬁlej‘
before them, wowd still e o make

sn aceount of the different stepe tsken in the Free
& tate movement— of the eonventions held, ani the
preparatory steps token, and showed that the im-

late organizstion of & State governmeot was
the only proper sequel to the st ps taken—was
what the people demand, and what the pes e and
gecurity of the country actually require. Ha was
in favor of submitting the constitution they formed
to Cougress and petitioning for admiesion to the
Upivn. baviog done so, he was in faver of looking

State government. Any otber position would lead
Cingress and the world to wuppose that they
shrsnk from the position they bad assumed. They
would lose nethiog by immediate erganization
All the forms and regulations had been serupa-
liusly eomplied with. They represent a large
mejority, perhaps fomr-fifthe, of the people in

| the Territory. Their course is without precedent,

sud if their action was extraordinary their sitas-
ticn was extrnordinary sles. Toeir course could
be no disrespect to Congress. ‘Their srgnmnent
wae their pecessity; the Btate orgsnization the
fruit of that neces:ity. He did pot stand there as
the sdsocate of squatter soverciguty, but he
thought that hey might in our preseut circum-
stances gain somethiog by tyat doctrie. He
Jo.ked upon the doctrive only in one light, nad his
long experievce bad shown that it enly had one
mesping. It #as well known that the representa-
tion from Free states preponderated io Congress,
and that if the question on the policy of allowing
the ' peenlinr lustitution’ to be extended oter
free territery were to arise as a  wstion of policy
they would bave no chance. Slavery extension-
iste, therefore, hed resorted to a politiesl dodge,
and urged the doctrine of * Bquatter sovereigoty’
in the hope that Slavery might thus be introdacad,
and that political power in favor of Blavery might
ssin foothold in the Territories and ene nided
1y the ery ** Abolition,” s they could succeed in
no other way, This policy had been tried io Kan
s, bu bad failed—even siter frauda on the bal-
lot-box had been resorted to by Missourians it had
failed. But although it had, southern men were
bound to be true to their policy; they dare not
diverge from it, and bowever unwilling they must
vite for the admissi'n of the State. He had no
doubt of their adwisslm, and even it they were re-
fured they would have moie need of a govern-
ment : they bad no government now ; they must be
buld and fearless: if they faltered others would
lore ecnfidence in them. During the revolution
there was no faltering or question as to what il
would cost, or whether the people should go
tbrough with it. What was the present lerri-
torial guvernmwent to them! It did nothing, and
econld do nothing

Territorin] government, as they had experiencad
it npder the Kansus-Nebraska oill, had beea the
utter prostration of popular rights; it had been a
wouarchy witkin a republic, and & worse despot.
ismm, then that of whieh the patriots of the Revolu-

tion cowplaived of They were helpless. Ii' the |

property ol their citizens were encroscoed on thera
weire no courts to appeal to.
evough in the Territory, and these people were
lookivg to them for a government, He was iu favor
of imn ediate State organization,

R u.eri of Lawrence roee in reply, but bis remarks
were opinions, not arguments, e was in favor of
State o

sunixatil-u but not now, until Congress had
time to deeide on the seplication. He referred to
autborities to show the length of time that bhad
elnpeed between the noplieation and acceptance of
other States, and urged caution and prudence.
Wabefield of Blovmington took the same position

question apd of action on it.

The committee roee sud the convan tion adjonrned.

This wornivg the eonvention went iuto eom-
wittee of the whole, on the report on banking, and
the whoie dsy bas been consuived ia discussing the
bark questicn. The debate offered nothing new
or striking, aud was conducted solely with refer
ence to the old party predilections of wembers
The report esme from 8 Lemoeratic committee
and wae a virtual prohibition of banks. A propa
sition to have a State bauk with five branches was
offered a8 an amendment, and lost. A iree bm];i:d;
system was proposed, but it was not sustained.
Kesolutions were submitted, leaving the question
of & banking system to the popular vote: that is,
that a eeparate clause should be submitted to the
pecple, antborizing the first Legislature to charter
bunIs. vnder certain restrictions.  These rasolu-
tions were amended and reamended, and sssuined
every phiase. Oue was that all the banks estab-
lished should have s specie basis and be restrieted;
this appeared to find wore favor than any other
propusal, but failed to go through, and the conven-
tion adjourned without progressing waterislly
with the report, which was referred back to the
committee, with inssructions to report a clause for
the constitutivn to be submitted ceparately to the
people, muthorizing the Leginature to pess lass
fur & free banking systew.

EVENING SESSION,
Nor. 1, 1855~ The convention went into com-
mittee of the whole, on the resolution of Mr.
Roberts, instracting the committees so to frame
their work as to go 1nto immedia'e State organize-
tien.  Sebnyler of Conneil City obtained the floor,
and spoke sgainst the resolution.  Viewing the
sutbority of Congress in the matter as not ouly
fegzal sut altogether indispensable, e discands
aLy agrarisn view of “ Bquatter Soverciguty” as
dspgervus to the pational well being. 1he basis
of tbe action of this convention wes not in the right
of suy ect of men to demsnd or compel what we
went from Corgress  The basis of their appeal is
their wrongs, sid the misapplication of territorial
Jower, ratber than the right to set it at Jefianve
I'be evidevce that they bad been abased, and
the fsct that they were an uuquestionable aud
sutfening majority must be tieir argument aod
spology. They must treat the autbority of Con-
gress with respect, the respect to which it was eo-
titled, when they sppealed to it.  They could not
establinli & Btate governwent without bringing it
into immediate confliet wi b the Territorial govera-
nent ereated by Congrees ; and having thus plaesd
themselves in conflict wit legal authorities, let
these be 1ight or wroug, whey woule appesl to the
sutbority shey set ot naught. The gpeakeralluded
to the plan of Wellinzton at Waterloo, and esid it
vas wiong of him to wo iato battls with wo pro-
vision for retresat. They wmst not do 80 Lt
them Jramwe & coustitunion sud give Congress a
reasgualie time to devide o their spplication be-
fire they creat-d awborities to sct the Territoral
sutboritics et defiance. e thoveht that it would
be better to defer the eloccion of State offi ors un
til Mareh, or longer, aud leave the matier opea to
bonorable retrest. 1f they organize uow, they
Lad po alternative but to place thewselves in 4o
sotagonistic position to the Territorial government.
The laws of the legislature at the Mission were
vot sttemptod to be enforced now ; with a moder-
ate position on their part perusps they might not
e until the matter in issue could be settiad. The
spesker had couversed with Gov. Shannon, and
that dignitary bad positively declsred that the Jaws
shonld be exforced, and be believed be would en-
furce them.  The speaker closed by urcing a pra.
dent ecurse, and obe uot bostile or 1esuitiog 1) the
(renetal government. ‘
Roberts of Washington took the floor, and fa-
vored early organization, on the ground of * Squat-
** ter Sovereisnty. ' Tho people had the powerand
the right to rule themselves. It was the doetrine
they should adhere to and buid on. It would be
veedless to follow the speaker through the repati-
tions and varied assertions of this palitical ;
Judge Wakefield of Bloomington rose. Ha g
an old man, and wae the opponent of Whitfield at
the firet election for Congressional delegate lass

Jawe that could be obeyed, aud In ovier to avuid | Spring.  He is & Kentackise, but has Jong beer in

They had people |

the West. He was in favor of completing the
work—in faver of some little time being given, bat
contended that sl] the stepa should be taken for the
ergasization. He thought Mr Sehnyler right in
stating that the officers could mot be pi ¥
elected until the eonstitution bad been v for.
An for the ebances of Shannon marehing troops
ageinst the Je of the Terrrory, he was ot
afraid; he might have officers, but be could not
get men unless he enrolled them in Migsouri; sod
it he did so there were plenty here to meet them,
and the North, and West, and East would come to
tLeir belp. Evenin such an event, be thought
they would show Fresident I'ierce that ~hsnnoa
and hia eorporal's gusrd were not a tythe of the
opulation. He elluded to the reports that the
“ree Kiate party were Abolitionists. 1t was ot so
The Free State men were from every locality and
ull parties. He was no qutter-so_tamgnm
wan, however, and predicated the claims of
Territory on ite wrongs.

Robinrl’ntof Lawrenee rose He is the leader of
the Republican seutiment in the convention. A
fine speaker. of moble appesrauce and evident sio-
eerity, be acts as a continnal cheek upon the poll-
ticisns who have got into the conveation: and
although often m.i down on his amendments and
resoluticns, is at every point prepared for the po-
lities) dodges that are sprung on the eopvention.
He was opposed to immediate organization withoat

ving Copgress time to act on the application.

‘he ¥ migrant Aid society was misu . It
was cbieﬁ; a commercial idea, and those traveling
under its auspices got mothing from the society,
except what was saved by a wholessle system of
emigration. Noquestions are asked about polities.
The society was under the “ment of toe
most copservative men in Boston. As for tbe
K ansas-Nebrasks bill, there was no popular sover-
eignty in it; the peop'e had experienced that most
bitterly, snd it was its resulta that had roduced
this movement. There waa stil. danger of inroads
from Missouri.

Col Lare bere interrupted the spsaker to ex-

Iaip, and in the course of his remarks stated that
go knd ® letter from Washington, proposing that
Kansas tnd Nebraska should unite to make one
~tate, and thus secure freedem  Several geatle-
men bere spoke for a few minutes each, bat oaly
on positions already taken.

Delshay of Leavenworth took the floor. He was
impressed with the importance of the matter: he
spproached it with the utmost caution. It ap-
prared to him that the time for the election of
officers should be fixed, and aleo the time for the
ssren bling of tha Legislature, but he was st a loss
to #sy when that time should be—probably ot till
March. Mr. Parrot of Leavenworth here inter-
rupted to ask what the offisers elected would doif
Congress refused their spplication. Col. Delahay
lovked perplexed for o few mowents, bat rejoined
that this was only another resson for caution. The
¢peaker now made s proposition that they should
wake 8 constitution withoot docidjni the Slavery
queetion and that the Legislature when it assem-
bled should appoint & day for the peopls to vote
whetber Slavery should eome into Kansas. This
stroke of poliey would reeure their admission. It

| would destroy” every vestige of apposition in the
Territory. By taking that position the opposition
of the South would be destroyed. Tnere would be
no risk of ultimate Freedom for Kansas. While in
Alabaua be bad advised Judge Elmore not to come
here with his slaves : be never believed this would
be u Blave State. They had nothing to lose by not
| deeioing this matter in the constitution. Kausss |
might thus eome in fully on the princig\le of
“ fquatter Sovereignty ¥ What men at the Norih '
could refuse to admit Kansas while she reserved
thie power ! The uortbern feeling which has |
placed the North iu power in Congress would re- |
| aet before another year, and then there would be
uo oifficulty ; and then no man would be ealled &
traitor for seeuring the paseage of the Kansas-
Nebraska bill.

Col. Lane here interrupted the speaker and con-
troverted bis proposition which was evideatly re-
ceived with great disfavor by a large majority.
The eonvention then adjourned.

Nov. 2—Forenoon.—The convention was ealled
to order by the president. Eeveral reports from
cowmittees wers read snd ordered to be printed.
T he committee whieh had been nppointed to inves
tigate the ailair of bonor here reported. The
Lind in mediately entered upon their duties—ha
found the report to be true. A challenge had
pussed—bhad been aceepted ; the hour had been
appointed, und three wentlemen, wembers of the
cutnention, bad taken part in it ; one as principal
two as seconds.  The cifficulty had been amicably
adjusted. No names were mentioned in the report;
but on wotion to awend and recommu.it the report,
discussion ensued and all of the three parties |
ndwitted their participation in the affair, Col. |
Lave, the principal and challenging pariy, said if
centure was to ve given it should fall on him slone.
Mr. I'arrot of Leavenworth, Lane's friend, occu-
pied a somewhat deterimined position on the  eode,”
bu: stated that be had engaged in this for the pur-
pose ol awicable settlement, aud it was untrue
that he had enﬁgt‘d in it to precipi:ate matters
1ir. Kobi JJowry's d, said he abomiasted
duelicg ; bad never believed there would be any
fighting, acd had merely taken part an a friend of
buth pariies to secure a le adjustment,
Mr Hunt of Lawrence wanted the report to con-
tain the names of the parties, for fear other mem
bers of the covveption might be implicated, or
would move that the report be laid upon the table
without going om the records. Major Klotz, one
of the wembers of eommittes, got so indignsnt
at & motion te lay on the table by Mr P'arrot, that
he deelared bimself in favor of hiving the report
given back to the committee and pext time they
would "ﬁ“ the names and all the particulars.
After further discussion the report wes laid oo tle
t:ble. It was stated thay the cause of quarrel
was purely private. The counvention then went
iuto eommittee of the whole on the report of the
| committee on legislative matters. The remainder
of the forcnoon was consumed in sn usintereating
discussion on the early sections of the report. The
report is of & general charncter, modeled after that
uf viber Btates.

Torrka, K. T., Baturday, Nov, 3, 1555,

The convention bas just adjourned. The fore-
| neon bas been consumed in receiving reports aod 1
| ordering them to be printed, and in usclees diseus. |
sion on the report on the Legislstare. Before ad- [

| journing s resolution was effered that the eonven- |
| tion take a recess next Saturday, but it was lost— |
nembers voting against itin bupes of getting through |
before that time. Mr. Parrot submitted a propo- |
sal to the effect that the convention should appoint |
s committee of fifteen, the president of which
should order an election for State officers within f
thirty daye from the time the request to be ad |
| witted into the Ubion as 8 State be complied with |
|

|

by Congress, €o a3 to form & State orgsuization ss
soct as practicsble.  This is a blow at the imme
diste organization movement. Last night the con
vertion was in seseion undl & late Lour, discussing
the resolution ou immediate Stste organization
! Mr. Parrot of Leuvenworth, made by far the ablest
effort that hos been made here  Hs utterly de-
wolisbed the arguments of Col. Lace aud his
friends. Mr. Parrot is a Democrat, one of the old
echoul, but avews the Squatter Sovereiguty doe
trive ; last might, however, the logical clearness of
his own mimd upset the party doctrines he thinks
be bolds. Imveluntarily be so completely floored
the Bquatter Sovereignty principle, that there was
but Hetle left of it. the resul: Erin: produced by
an bonest desiro to investigate the subject fairly
und logically. He took the positi n that the p swer
of Cobgrees over the territories could pot be |
questioped : that the highest leznl tribunals of the |
land bhad so decided 1t, and that of necessity it |
wnst b §o.

The Territorial goverument was the creatare of
(Congress, and po toatter how corrupt that might |
have become, it was still a legal government. The
people of s Territory had a right to orgauize, as
they were doing, to secure as 3 State,
apd thus escape the Territorial romen® : but
that it would be bad policy, and even treason to |
establih o Btate ﬁmmt while the Territorial
Jovernment €xi This would be a revols- |
t movemen', und would bring them imto

mmediate collision with a legal authority. Fhelr

grievances and their

ment ; but they must not come before Congress

with this petition in & shape that would be disre-
to the authority of that body. =

Col. Lane, the president of the comvention, is
at the bottom of this * immediate organization”
schewe. While some of the other National Demo-
erats here want to indorse and declare * Squatter
+ Rovereignty,” be wanta to act it. In his rpoeches
be ocessionally drops precious morsels, such
an that he Amows that that the applieation of
Kansas, if in this sbape, will receive favor st
Waskington ; speaks of letters he has bad, sad as-
snrances giveu, io s manper infoitely suggestive.
Whenever this topie is touched in sny shape. he
leaves the chair, snd po member has spoken half
20 often on this foor s the president of the coe-
vention. He interrupts those who oppose bin, asd
seems to place an immense estimate on the povers
of his rtetoric. But be does not confine his eflrts
to the ball of convention. (ccasionall; he may be
seen leading some person he wishes to impress by
the button hole, and I bave heard bim on more than
one veeasion coungeling the young delegates on the
propriety of being careful in the itions they
take, Butin spite of all these sble efforts it
is evident that his scheme isnot popular yet. It is
agaivst the sense and wishes of the majority here.
and 1 do pot thivk Le will succeed in carrying it
through.

On entering the Territory of Kansas, T was sur-
prised at two things; Grstat the great strength of
the Free State party, there being little else in the
Territory ; and secondly, st the somewhat corrupt
elements that bave erept into it. There is are-
spectable majority of 1the delegates who are eon-
sertatives and highly woral men, but there i# no in-

considersble sprinkiing of persons who are not liable |

to the arathemas propousced upon * Maine Law
“Fapatice.” In spite of this element, which is
continually maneuvering here, snd which uader-

stands politicsl wire-working, there seeus to be a |

sufficient representation of the vatural and spon-
taneous sentiment of the people to kecp matters
tolerably straight.

I learned that a letter las been got up hers,
which assumed that State orgsnization was de-
termined, and the appl eation to Coogresa on the
ripeiple of * Squatter Sovereignty ' resolved on.

is, Ify that siniple process so easily obtained in
such matters, where people do not respeot alterior
wotises, obtained the signatures of all or most of
the membere, and bas been sent to Gen. Cass, re-
questing his good offices in the Senate.

The politizians bere bave determined on three
thiogs, but I think they will be defcated in all.
The first is & determiration to indorse the Kaosas-
Nebraska bill. The other is to leave out of the
constitution all probibition of Slavery, but to ap-
point a day on which the quastion should be veted
on by the people.  This 7n-pmi;ion has been reit-
erated sgnin and again; it s urged that thisis io
strict accordance with the * Squstter Sovreigaty”

rinciple, and that tv do otherwise would be a vio-
ation of it. Toat such a propoesl should be
offered in a convention, the delegates to which
were elected on the aingle question of securi
¥reedom to Kansas, may appear monsirous: bu
it is repeated might after right, and urged wich the
ulmost pertinacity. as actually essential toa doe-
trive that must be indorsed. I have heardit stated
that fifteen members of the convention have been
gecured to this policy, but 1 believe nohing of the
kind. Indeed it bas excited a good deal of indig-
nation here.

The other matter has nothing to do with eonvens
tion proceedings, but 1 have learned that a pro-
g;nl has been received bere from some owe in

ashington, suggesting that Kauras and Nebraska |
should uvnite, so ue to secure the freedom of both. |

By this stroke it is evidently intended that if
Siavery eapnot be foreed into this Territory, there
shall only be two United Stutes wena‘ors from this

| region instead of four.

Toveka, K. T., Monday, Nov. &, 1255,
This mornipg but few members were present,
the ecnvention haviog ndjourned on Suturday fore-
poon, when many, who had ouly twenty or thirty
miles to travel, went home, and have not returned
yet. Indeed there was not a quorum present, but

the roll was not called, sud several reports were |

resd and ordered to be printed, no action being
tsken on them, A resolution was introduced and
adopted, authorizieg the appointment of a spevial
committee to report some provision for the pro-
tection of the rights of married women. A few
remarks were made by several gentlemen, but
ihort snd desultory, and are no evidence that any
setion of importance will be taken on this ma‘ter.
' he nim of the movement is to engraft a medification
of 1he Salie, or Louisiana laws. Another resolu-
tion was introduced, relative to the location of the
seat of goverument, From appearances, we do
not think there will be a perwanent location st
1bis time.

Thie sfternoon the convention went into com-
mittee of the Whole on the Apportionwent report.
The report was, of courpe, very long, but was
pretty well run through™With on the second read-
ing, when some of the action was recalled, on s
motien to reconsider, and quite a sharp discnssion
ensued 85 to the manner in which the apportion-
mert had been made. It may very easily be
imegined that an apportionment is uo easy matter

in the present state of Kasosas afiairs. What be- |

tween the voting by Missourians, the intimidation
that bas kept many from voting, and the rapid sét-
tling of the Territery, it is almost impossible to
get a correet basis of representation. To have
tuken the election returns as a basis would have
given those couniies and distriets alupg the Mis-

souri frontier four or five times the representation |
they are cotitled to. It appears that the dele- |

gation from I.eavenworth, including the elsirman
of the committee that msda the report, had gone
s little vpon this * Misscuri basis.” and in the
opiicn of Dr. Rpbinson of Lawrence they had got
a good deal more than their share. A discussion
in which mauy participated) and explanations
which fellowed elicited the fact that the basis hnd
been made partly on electivn returos, but chiefly
on statements from the delegates as to their re-
spective localities. As the whole process ap-
peared te give dissatisfuction, it was referred back

1o the committee, with instruetions to take a Jif- |

lerent process.

This evening the convention went into committee
of the Whole ‘ol. Delabmy's resolution. Taus
resolution, it will be remembered, was an endorse-

ment of the Ksnsas Nebraska bill but finding it |
could vot be forced down the throats of delegates, |
and wanting to “drum up” for it alittle it was |

put off from time to time, and was finally amended
#0 88 to lease out the words * Kansas-Nebinska

| **Wl),” but still contained all the prineiples in- |
volsud, an indorsement of * Squatter Sovereigney,” |

snd denyipg the right of Congress to iuterfers in
the affairs of the Territoried.  An amendment vas
immediately offered by Mr. Crosby of Ocena, con
demning the Kansas-Nebraska bill, showing that
all the vvils of which the people of Kansas com-
plained bad origivated from that infamous messure,
und bastog the action of the convention, not on that
organie sct, buton the general principles of the na.

tional Cunstitution, and on the wrongs and gries. |

snces of the people.
Col. Delstisy rose to speak ou Lis resolution. e
commenced by sssuming that all * objectionsble ”

fiatures had been remosed from the resolution, |

sod that it pow only meant that Missourd and

other States sbould not interfere with Kansas; and |

Le made quite un efleetive burst on the ontrageous
violations of the baﬂotbozem the Miseouriane
This artful dodge, which evaded the real question
iwvelved in the resolution doubiess had its afect.
1be speaker bas both ability and adroitness. He
took Lis seat after urging that the con-cation waa
bound to adopt some such resolution.

Dr. Robinson of Lawrence offured the following,
»s an amendment to the amendment :
~ “To strike out al! after the word *resolved,” and
ivrert— i a! this conveation v ocs wot cousider it legiti
mate busines to Le to make Presidens or to build up

| this or that politica! party, but to frame a con-tita-

tion for the of Kaness, and heteby »
with cur ﬂbﬁm :;“ l‘l:ms‘l:.e of ‘:y’p:'::!‘:
to introduce matters forelym 0 the business of this
copvention.”

_Dr. Robinson viniicated his amendment He
did not rise to urge any political doctrine.  He had
his opinions on the grest questiens on whick Lie
country was divided, but be did not think thie the

amended resolution offered this evening was odson-
tially the same aa the srigioal one. He weuld not
say that the mover of that reso'ution was doing it
te make political capital for & party, but be would
say that such only could be i result, He depre.
ested all such interference om the part of the con
vention; it bad 8 more important daty to perform,
and be was op to interference with politieal
issnes, which could dv no good, and might be pro-
ductive of so much evil. )

Mr. Croshy, of Ocens, waa unwilling to drag in
this discussion, and would be willing that it be
laid asi¢e. He had offered his s nendment marely
to place the stbject in a light this consention could
consiste ntly sustain, but would cheerfully consent
to the dismissal of the whele matter. :

The chair st this point rul-d that the discassion
bad been out of order, and thas Dr. Rubiuson's
amerdment was ruled ont, not being germape to
the resoluticn of Mr. Delabay. Some lictle dis-
cussion tnsued on points of onder.  Dr, Robinson
appesld from the decision of the chair, and read
somwe extracts from Cusbing’s Manusl. On nsppul
there wa# & tie vote, wherenpon the chair declared
itself sustained Dr. Robinson then offered the
fullowing preamble to be prefixed as ap smendmeut
to Delabsy’s resolution :

o} boreas, The Territorial governmen' 88 now con-
witnred for Karsas bas prosed a fsilure; Sqas’ter
Soverelgnty under its work ngs a missrable delasion,
in groof of which it is ouly meco-sary to refor to our
past history, and our present deplorable eondition
our ballot bexes have been taken porecesion of by hauls
of srmed men frem forcign States: onr people for -
[ bls driven tharefrom; perscns attemoled Lo be foisted

apou us a8 members of the so-eallod Logisiatare, no-
| nequeinted wih our wanta, and hoetile to our boat
intereste . scme of them never residenta of our Lo
tory | misnamed fars , aud pow atteapted L be
enforced by the aid of citizens of foreign Siates of
| the most o pressive, tyranical, and,insulting charaster.
| theriyhr of euitrage taken from us; debarred from
the privilege of a voice in the clection of even the
officern: the rignt of free spetch
of the pros sttempted: wnd

| most insiguiticant
| utled: the muzeli
| Wicrens, Longer forbosranee wirh such ggpression an |
| tyrouny has ceased to be & virtues zs Whereas,
The people of this country have berewofore exerciaad
| the right of ehangicg their form of ‘,:u\jt-rumem whea
it becume cppreseive, and have st al 'i@es couce ed
this right to the peopie in 1his and all other zovern-
| meuts: and, Whereas, A Territorisl form of govera-
wewt it W kvown to the constitation, and s the mere
ervatore of recessi'y amailing the action of the pro-
ple: and, Whereas, Tue debasing character of the
Rlavers whieh row iavolves us impe's [0 aclion,
and leaves nana the oniy legal wnd pemful alierns.
| tive the immeaiste establisament of a Nate govern-
| imect: sud, Whereas, Toe organic act fails lo poiatog
| vut e cowse ‘0 be adopied iusn emergency ko
oure: Lhorefore

The smendment being sustatned, discussion en-
sued on it. The amendment has peculiar interest
from the fact that it was taken verbatim frum the
proclamation of the ¥yecutive comumittee which
called this comvention, and it was rendered still
more peculisr by the fact that the chaisiuan ol
| that committee, Col. Lane, and several other mem-
| bers of it, were now in favor of indorsing the
Kopsss Nebraska bill. :

Mr. Croshy, of Ocens, demousced the Kausas
| Nebraska bill. Ir, end the Uerritorial suthoriziey
| upder it, were the cause of all the troubles of
. which they complained, and to come before Con-
| gress indorsivg the instrument of tyranny would

make them ridieulous, and ruin their cause. e

showed that there was no Squatter Sovercignty in

the bill, unless it wasthe richt to introduce Bla-

very, apd that they were here to pravent that. He
| also urged the impoliey of drsgxing ina political
| doetrive vbnoxious to the present Congress.

Mr. Hunt, of Lawreuce, was opposed to bringing
in this question. 1t was foreigu to their parpose,
useless and dangerous,

Mr Koberts of Washington was a 'eonsylvauia
Demoerat.  He eonridered the doctrine of Sqnat-
tor Bovervigoty & caroivsl maxim: they must in-
corse it. Opposition to it was Abolitionism. There
was o party in the country that opposed the
great prineiple that the States and [erritorics
should govern themselves snve the (iarrisonian
Abolitionste.  Why should they forbear indorsiog
this principle’ Wasit to please funatical Abo-
litionists ?

I'r. Robinson next made a most clogquent speach,
more fully carrying out the position he kad for-
werly vecupied. He showed that the assertiona of
the previous speaker were false, aud that there
was b msjority in the lower house of Uomgress
elected in opposition to what they were now ealied
on to indorse.  Such getion on their part would be
sn insult to Copgress and dangerous to the appli-
catio.

('ol. Delnbiay did vot care for the lower Louse of
(‘upgress, Another year's electious would sweep
| this fusion majority from power. Ile was not
only in favor of hix resolution, but he was opposed
| to the principles on which that * fusion majority”

wis elected, snd he meant to waintain and viodi-

eate bis principles. He was oot afraid of that
portbern majority : they dure not vote against the
| application, even if coupled with ** Squacter Sov-
| “ecreignty.” 1f Kansas come before them with a
| Free Btate constitution they wonld be bound to ac-
cept bier, and if they were to go off on any politi-
cn) prineiple it would politically ruin tbem, and
not one of them would ever get & seat in (‘ongress
sgain.  He urged that every objectionable featare
bsd been stricken from the resolution, snd that it
| ouly ecutained a principle which was the baats of
| their action, He complained bitterly of the ex-
treme sensitiveness of some members.  He wanted
them to ** toe the mark,” and oppose or sustain
the prineiple of * Squatter Bovereignty, acd not
| go oft by deelnring ic foreign to their business.
Mr, Schuyler of Council City was apposed to
l the introguetion of the resolution, ae a nseless snd
| dangerous firebrand, and when introduced he was
cppoted to the _rrineiple of the resolution itsell
The doetrine of Terntorial sovereignty was hostile
| to the decisions of our highest legal suthorities,

and they eould not come before Coagress with a

yery grace, and urge a doctrine which if sus-
| tained and cartied out would strip them of tacir

suthoiity in the Territories, and render any appeal
. to them inconsisten ;, The resolution was a political

mosement ; it wan intreduced in order to prostitute

this convention into a political machine, Worse
| than that, it was an insidious eflort to save from
political ruin the men who bad cutailed that ruin
on themselves by conspiring to oppress Kansas
| and plaut Slavery on her free soll  The constant

introduetion of this dectrine showed it was pre-

medisated. These questions had never boen raised
| before the people.  ‘The delegates were elected on
uLe question, to make Kansas a Free State, and
whin they came bere thoy found these qyues-
tiops aprung upen them and fought for with far
| more dotermination snd earvestness than the moat
| vital question,

The frivnds of the resolution being sfesid of the
result moved that the commitiee rise snd ash
leave to sit sgain, and the convention adjourned
at ahwout 11 o'clock.

Torres, K. 1, Tuesday, Nov. 6, 1-55,

The convention met, and went 10t committee
of the whole on the report on appoitionment. By
the report as returned, it appeared that some change
bad heen made in the representation.  Lawrence
| was allowed one adlitional scnator and represent

ative: Leascenworth Jost one scuntor aud twe rep-
| resentalives,

Ihis afternoon Mr. Wakeleld of Bloomiogton
introduced & resolution, which was adopied, to the
| effeet that no new matter should b+ hrought befure
the convention after the Oth inst.

A .-.-m,_-i!ilﬁ and eorresting commitice of five
was appointed.

whole on the special order of the day—being that
the capital of the Btate shall be located on nosold
lsnd at soame cew and good site, avd that the pro
ceeds of the sales of lots be devoted to the erce-
tion of publie buildivgs and to school purposes.

Mr D of Leavenworth took the floor, and
spuke in favor of this preposition. He said it
wenld recoucile coatending intercsts, and give
permanency and prosperity to the capital It
would be the most just policy for the State, would
waterially aid 1he interests of public schols, and
waould free this convention from the charge of
speculation or favoring speculators, with which
others bave been justly blamed.

Mr Hoberta spobe. e did not think that any

l

point selected for a eapltal N*Qﬂﬂhﬁ-‘

pent

Col. Delabay approved the intentions of
mover. The object wan creditable, but by
not thivk this body had authority to take the
proposed.

Mr. Smith of Franklin felt some prida 4
where the State capital should be located.
thought the best sites were taken, and be wyy
favor of selecting ope of them.

On motion, the commiit e rose, and the
tion of Mr. Dodge was lost by 12 to 11, there being
little more than & majority present.

The following resolution was offered by My
Landis, avd referred to the commitiee o the
juciciary :

“ Kesolved, That human 1o sball ever be held iyl
olste; the true objects of pouishmeéut being, in sdditiog
to the scoutity of socie'y, to reform sud wo! extermi.
pate maakind, that buman life shall vever be taken g0
s pusishmeat indicted for crime, but m;w pan-

in the 1

cms SoF

:

isbme ot for crime thall be iwprisoaueat for
rpitentiary,”

Col. Delabay being in the chair,

Mejor Klotz to present a resolution be should §od
in bis portfclio. The majur politely complied,
but laughingly protested against suppoting iy
before he koew what it was. The resolution was
that delegutes to this convention shall reeeive a

er ¢iem of four dollars  The major protested,
Lut after n little disenssion the resolution was
adopted.

1he convention went into committee of the
whole on the report om finance, which weat
through the second reading after being relioved of
cne-balf of the sections contained im it.  Bome lit
tle digcussion evsued on the sixth section, which
autborized the licensing and taxing of g
sutiorecrs, brokers, showmen, jugglers, hotel-
keepers. toll bridges and ferrics. The Temperance
yuestion was slightly alluded to, but the de
either core'uded that a better opportunity of dis-
cussipg it would be offered or they were unwilll
te meddle with the subject. Mr 'l‘humpun of 8il.
ver Lake made some decided remarbs in favor of
Prohibition, and Mr. Holliday of Topeka took
stand mgainst it. The secti. n wan sustained, and
the report passed to a tbird reading.

A letter was preseusted aad read from Mr. Brown
of Lawrence, contsining s suggestion from Mrs,
Nichelg, together with a pamphlet on the subject of
Woman's bighta, It was reterred to special com
mittee on the rights of married women,

A Le folloming repart (No. 14) was submitted by
the nnndin}: committee on wiscellanesus business :

 Kesolved That it is maow the daty of the Frsen.
tive commitzee of Kansas Teriitocy 19 0suss te b) -
sued 1o the peop ¢ of Ketess a proclanstion, submit.
ting to the cleetors, for their approval ur cisapproval,
the question « 1 the v amsage of st ingent laws by the
tirat i.rgirhlmr for the eaxcmsion nl'l?nn pegroes fron
this State, The queation to be rubumisted in the follow-
g form: * Faelm ios of segroes aud mulattoss, yer
“orno; if & mujori’y of the voies 04s* shall be in fa-
cyor of said Inws. then the said vote shall oserste as
‘ipstructions (o the tirst Legislsture npon #aid ques.
” l".".- !

The report was passed through committan of the
whole witbuut suy coasidersble amendment and
wae adopted.  The opponents of blaok laws koew
{bat somethivg of the kind would be sustained, and
kpowing it would thus be kept out of the eonatitu.
tiow apd perbaps reflecting that the mode ado
Jid not mesn & great deal, allowed it to pass il
the adoption of black Taws will probably fall on the
admission of Kansas ana State,

This eveuing the convention went iate conmi
tee of the whole on the resolution about immediate
State organization ! j

Mr Wakefield got the floor. His position was
pot very decided,  Hewasin favor of gong straight
forwaurd ; of completing the organization and mak-
ing all arrangewents for the future State ] and also
that the period for the election and s=ittiog of the
legislature, and the period their laws should go in
furee, should be fixed ;: but that plenty of time
should be given in thus fixiog, so that Congress
might aet upen their spplication. He eoncluded
by saying that euch o positiun wonld lead Congress
to yield to their request, aod it would bo better to
“back out” then than now if they did not.

Mr. Hotlidsy of Topeka commenced by declariog
that be was for immediate organization in its full-
et sense.  The convention was not called so mack
to form a Froee & tate constitution ns s Sta ‘e eonstitu-
tion ; but he could mot sustain the resolution of
Col. Delahay that the slave question be left open,
because he had been eleoted on the Free iate
question.  The spesker bad beea io the East aad
Notth this Summer, sod the questivn hsd been
asked him, * Why do you not organize under the
*+ +Bquatter Sovercignty’ prineiple 1”7 The position
given them by immediate organization would mot
settle their difficulties, but it would be regarded at
the Fast, and that would eone to the samo thing,
Immediate organization would involve serious dif-
ficulties; but he was pre to meet them—
death rather than policiesl slavery! He saw no
other course, They would be sustained in this.
There was & m;jutit{no! members in the lower
Louse of Congress in favor of sdmitting Free
States, and they would admit Kansas. In the Sen-
ate they would bave powerful friends. He would
stake his reputation that Stepbea A. Douglas
would go for them. He kwew it, He had it at
second hand from Stephen A, Dovglas that he would
sustain  them,  Bright  will  also  sustain
thew, and wo will Cass. TLis was eertain.

Mr. Parrot begged to subuit & prenmble to the
resolution on immmediate opgunization, aa follows

“ Whereon, 10 s the sevse of this couv-ntion that a
tenitorial form of governmeat is uncoustitational sud
without surbority of law; that the poogle bave the
right to establish an iudepevdent rn of goveromoent
in eppoeition to the feelings sod wishes of tuo Geasral
govemment; thervfore,” &e,

Mr. Parrot stated that thie preamble ba would
vote ogainst; it was obnoxious to him, and be had
merely submitted it to make the resolution consist-
cut, und show those who wore in favor of the rese
lution where they were golug.

t'cl. Lane took the floor. He made one of his
strong specches, but owing to the lateness of the
kour, Lad to suspend it.  Ho took ground for an
independent Btate government until the sdmission
of Kazeas into the Union.

It was the intentiou to have taken the vote on
the matter to-night, but the lateness and difficalty
of adjusting opinions prevailed sgainst it, and the
committee roso and asked leave to sit agata.

Col. Lane took the chuir snd submitted some
letters to the convention. 'Lhese lesters were an-
swers to letters direoted by Col. Lane, as ehair-
may of the ¢ecutive committes of the Territory,
to the exvcutives of the sesvral Btates, reguesting
n copy of the diferent State conntitutions, to z
with the journale of the conventions that
tkem.

Ihe tirst rewl was from G W. Munford,
recretars of 1he Commonwealth Virgivia The
reports of thut State were not published, but o
copy of the eonstitution was sent.

A lettor irom lowa—no reports bad been pub-
lLished, but a copy of constitution and laxe was
et The letter was frem Jumes W. Wright, sec-
ietary of State

Aldetter frem the secretary of State of Miehi-
wan, kohert B, Gibson, at the request of the Gor-
vrpor.  Reporte apd constitution were sent.

A letter from the seeretary of State of Pennsyl--
var’s. Mo was upable to send reports.

A letter from seeretary of Stato of Massachu-
sotts, Charles Lovet. Constitution, reports
jaws of last Legislature sent.

A letter from Vermont, from the seeretary of

{ state: a copr of their * exeellent” eonstitution, re-

porte, &c., ut the Governor's request, m*f

with a copy ol his last message
Lhese letters were ordered to be spresd upos

|

The convention then went into committee of the |

the regords

FATAL AFFRAY.
Tori kA, Truesdoy, Nov. 6, 1355,
This evenivg | have got the reportof the tragedy
at Donipkan ast Tharsday, of which 1 suppose
sou Luve beard. It sppears that one Paich
Lovghlim bee lutely published sn exposé of some
secret grganization, ssid to exist in Kansas, in Th
St. Joseph Guzette. Thin Loughlin had been an
setive Free State man when be came to Donipbsa.
He was 8 delegate to the Free State Conveation st
Iy Sprizgs, and was at cne time & member of the
exeeutive cou mittee. 1le wan so sealous is Free
State matters that he traveled through the Terri-
tory tourge the prineiples. When the late elections




